
HANNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON 24 MARCH 2025
 AT 7.15PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL, SCHOOL LANE, HANNINGTON
1. Attendance and Acceptance of Apologies.
Present: Vice Chairman J Middleton, Councillors D Basford, I Wilson & L Wood.

Apologies:  Chairman C Middleton & Councillors M Reeves & N Savage.
In attendance:  the Clerk, Mrs A Adams, Mr G Martin, Mrs K Wilson & Mr T Baxter-Smith.
Apologies were received from Mr A Greatrex (Hannington PCC).
In the absence of the Chair, the Vice Chairman would fulfil the role for this meeting.

2. Approval of the minutes of the APM held on 20 May 2024.

The minutes of the meeting having previously been circulated were proposed for acceptance by Councillor I Wilson and seconded by the Councillor L Wood as an accurate record and were signed by the Chairman.
3. Chairman’s Report.
I would like to thank all the current members for stepping up to be councillors who work on a voluntary basis, giving their valuable time for the improvement of the village. 
I say this every year but there cannot be a big enough thank you to Julie Friell our Clerk for all her never ending hard work and commitment at all times helping the Parish Council and all councillors. Her understanding of all things Parish Council, patience and these qualities are constantly ensuring the Parish Council works effectively and efficiently and we would struggle to exist without her input and guidance on rules and regulations. Words do not remotely cover what she does for the Council in this Village, I for one can vouch for the hours she puts in over and above her quota, always on hand on the telephone to discuss anything needed.
With regards the £9844.00 CIL monies we have a five year time limit now is April 2027 to spend these funds, the Parish Council will discuss any options to use these funds, there are limitations but need to be for the better of the village, so we continue to be open to ideas.

Thanks to West Northants Councillors. Although we do not see the West Northants Councillors regularly at our monthly meetings, we would like to think one of them would be available if their intervention was needed.

Another big thank you to Kate Wilson, our consistent Footpath Warden who continues to monitor our walk routes connected to the village. Ian Wilson continues to work hard keeping the never-ending weeds at Mallards Wood at bay and the allotment bank being kept in order. Our thanks go to both him and his wife, Kate, who devote a huge amount of time to the village. Thanks also to Graham Martin who keeps an eye on the telephone box and bus shelter to ensure they are looked after.

We as a Parish Council try our hardest to do what’s best for the village, we have a broad spectrum of Councillors whose varied experiences in life, careers, thoughts and ideas are always in support of the village.

The Parish Councillors and Clerk continue to give their time to represent their village as best they can, and it is very much appreciated and long may it continue.

4. Financial Report.

The 2024/25 accounts are currently in the draft stage and will be approved by the Parish Council at its’ meeting on 12 May 2025. The Internal Audit will be carried out on 1 May and any comments/findings will be reported at the May meeting. Section 9 of the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015 permits authorities with either income or expenditure under £25,000 to certify itself as exempt from having a limited assurance review or to submit an Annual Governance and Accountability Return to the external auditor.   A copy of the Annual Internal Audit Report, Annual Governance Statement, unaudited Annual Accounting Statements, an analysis of variances and the bank reconciliation will appear alongside the “Period for the Exercise of Public Rights” notice from TBA, on the notice board, for a period of 30 working days and will end on TBA 2025, together with a summary of Electors Rights and will be available on the web site.

The draft bank account balance at 31 March 2025 is £25,260.11 split between general £14,966.20 - Defibrillator replacement fund £200.00 – Refundable Allotment Deposits £250.00 and CIL £9,843.91. (awaiting confirmation of the VAT refund being received).

The general fund has increased by £1,456.81 over the previous year.  This figure still falls within the best practise parameters of between 1 and 1.5 times the level of the precept - it is essential that it is maintained at this level for any future contingencies. 

2024/25 saw actual expenditure (excluding CIL amounts) of £10,657 against a budget of £11,025 – the precept being £11,025. Income received in addition to the precept totalled £1,289 - £522 – WNC grass cutting grant, £315 Allotment rent, allotment deposits of £100, VAT refund of £302 and a £50 donation. Monies were spent on the Clerk’s salary (£4,339), grass cutting (£3,154), street light electricity & maintenance (£784) and a grant to the Church (£300).   CIL monies - £120 for the VETS system and £131.94 for new pads. A copy of the accounts will be included in the Annual Report that will be distributed with the June edition of Hannington Life.

The Parish Council has precepted £11,025 from West Northants Council for 2025/26.

5. West Northants Councillors/Other reports.
Annual report from the Hannington Village Hall committee 2024/25 – L Wood
The village hall committee has met numerous times throughout the year to try and iron out issues with heating, hall appearance and review the cost of its upkeep. Interest in booking out the space remains sparce and despite the table top sale in March 24 proving to be well received, attempts to deliver a second event later in the year fell flat and was met with little interest. There are still suggestions to work through and try to make happen in coming year - but the committee is reliant on residents and neighbours to support and engage with opportunities to use the space and the events that are put on. Any feedback, ideas and suggestions, are warmly welcomed by local residents, as this helps to guide planning on areas of interest and enjoyment for local people. We are also still seeking more committed volunteers to help plan and deliver events, so please do get in touch if you can spare some time.

The regular users remain key in sustaining the village hall, and we would like to extend our thanks again for their continued support in this way over the last year, we look forward to more of the same throughout 2025! We would like further to thank our volunteers for their input with keeping the hall clean and tidy, and giving up their time to keep trying ways to ensure the hall is used and remains an active asset to the village. Lastly, we would also like to extend our continues thanks to Caroline for her ongoing support in managing the hall bookings. 

West Northants Councillors – D Cribbin (read by the Clerk)

Financial Overview

The financial situation of West Northampton Council has been marked by significant challenges and adjustments in recent years. In the year 2024/2025 the council set a balanced budget of £889.5 million, which included a 4.99% increase in the Council Tax to fund essential services amidst rising costs and increased demand for social care. We retained the 4.99% increase at a time when other councils were exceeding this increase.

Despite the many challenges ahead WNC has produced a balanced revenue budget for 2025-2026, the budget includes a Council Tax increase of 4.99% generating extra funding of around £19.2m. 

WNC’s planned £100m capital programme for the coming year incorporates a range of measures designed to improve infrastructure, support residents and encourage sustainable growth.

These include:

· More than £12m on highways improvements.

· £2m for the creation of Family Hubs in Daventry and Northampton, of which Moulton Community Centre will be one of the Spokes.

· £3.8m on the Northampton North West Relief Road.

· £10m on temporary accommodation acquisitions and £10m on relocatable temporary accommodation.

· £2m as part of the ongoing development plans for the regeneration of the Four Waterside sit

Highways

West Northamptonshire is advancing its road infrastructure with several key projects.

The Sandy Lane Relief Road is set to fully connect to the A4500 by spring 2025. The North West Relief Road, (NWRR) a £54m project, is on track for completion by summer 2025, linking Harlestone Road to Welton Road.

There has been a concerted effort to enhance pothole repair productivity. In 2023, WNC invested in the innovative JCB Pothole Pro. Since its introduction, the machine has covered over 12,500 square meters of road repairs across 33 locations in West Northamptonshire. Additionally, with the government’s announcement of an extra £1.6 billion for pothole repairs in England, WNC is set to receive a substantial portion of this funding for 2025/2026, aiming to address the backlog and improve the overall condition of local roads.

Buckton Fields

The 1100 dwelling development has a couple of years to go before it is complete. 

Crematorium

The proposed new Crematorium is now formally in the consultation phase. 

Fly Tipping

For the 2023/2024 period, WNC reported over 18,000 fly-tipping incidents. This represents an increase from the previous year and highlights the ongoing challenge of illegal dumping in the area.  The council remains committed to tackling this issue and maintaining clean and safe communities.  In order to encourage further proper disposal of household waste, as of the 1st April WNC recycling centres will be opening 7 days a week from 10am – 4pm.

Moulton’s New Medical Centre

Has at long last been given the green light by the ICB to proceed with our plans to build the new medical centre, it’s probably going to be a further 12 – 18 months before the doors are open. 
Community Governance Review
As you will be aware, West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) has been carrying out a Community Governance Review since 2022, which has resulted in a boundary change for our ward, it will take effect as of the May elections, reducing the number of villages from 12 to 4, these will be Moulton, Overstone, Boughton and Pitsford. Further to this, the number of overall WNC Councillors is being reduced from 93 to 76. 

PCC report: prepared by A Greatrex (read out by the Clerk)
Overall, the year has seen again many challenges for the Church, to ensure that the Church here in Hannington remains available for all, not only for the regular services but for any special occasions. In June 2024, the Revd. David Bent and his wife, Revd. Helen Bent, decided to retire and step down from active Ministry within the Benefice. We were all sorry to learn of their decision after serving the Benefice for over 5 years. In that time, Revd. David Bent, oversaw the many challenges that beset us all including the restrictions imposed by Covid, which involved Church’s having to close and a reliance on Zoom meetings, to maintain contact etc. Revd. David and Revd. Helen, continued their work but in a slightly different format, but we all wish them both a long and happy retirement.

During the course of 2024, we were able to hold a total of 17 services, with an average attendance of 28 at each service.

The breakdown of services is as follows;

Holy Communion   - 11


Family Service
-3

Baptism

-1

Interment of Ashes-1


Carol Service
-1

Since Revd. David’s retirement, we have relied on visiting clergy to officiate at our services and have enjoyed a mix of different styles of worship, which has been enjoyable. We are currently advertising for a full-time vicar/rector. 

Returning to our Church services, we decided not to hold the traditional Harvest Festival service at Hannington but instead hold a joint Benefice one at Walgrave. This service was well attended with all food donations being sent to the Kettering Food bank. The Annual service of Remembrance was held in Walgrave, and despite very wet conditions, the names of those who gave their lives from Hannington were read out and a wreath laid at the war memorial. The Annual Carol Service was well supported and again we were pleased to welcome the Benefice Choir to assist with the singing of Carols.

The regular food collections continue with donations being left in the Church porch and delivered to the food bank in Kettering on a fortnightly basis.

Throughout the year, we were able to organize several fund-raising events, which again were well supported by residents from the village. These included the Annual Ride and Stride, a Quiz Night, several coffee mornings, a summer event, Christmas Fayre, and a Tennis Tournament. Overall, these events generated over £2,000, which will be used to assist the ever-increasing operating costs.

We were very grateful to the many within the village who made donations to our Churchyard maintenance fund, along with the annual grant received from the Parish Council to assist with the costs of mowing the Churchyard. We are also very grateful to all within the village for their continued support to the Church and activities. In conclusion, we look forward to another year which I am sure will bring all its challenges, and the appointment of a new Rector to support us in our work. 

6. A43/Red House Lane junction – the Parish Council would like to hear your views on this junction.

The following points were raised:
· Reduce the speed limit to 40mph.

· Have solid white lines road markings.

· No overtaking signs.
· Re-instatement of the “red route”.

· Stop signs rather than Give Way signs from Hannington & Orlingbury.

· It is rated the most dangerous road in the county and has seen no investment in 50 years.

· The foliage on the heras fencing surrounding the former Henry’s site needs addressing.

· The visibility splay at the junction is deemed adequate – when the junction was created.

· The existence of underwater reservoirs near the A43 adds to the difficulty in re-routing/dualling this section of road.

· There are plans to expand the Shell garage, however it will still use the same entrance on/off A43.
· Try to get wider backing – Press/Radio Northampton/Social Media.

· The junction falls under West Northants Council – Highways do not see an issue with this based on recent Planning Applications.

· Consider locating a CCTV camera (on private land with the owner’s permission) to record any incidents at the junction for evidence.
7. Residents’ issues.
None other than potholes.

